
 

 

GROWLER CONSERVATION NEWS 

Welcome! 
First Growler Lake Conservation Newsletter 
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Cottage season is finally 
here and your 
Conservation Committee 
is keen to pass along the 
latest news and resources 
for keeping Growler Lake 
healthy and enjoyable. In 
addition to highlighting 
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key conservation concerns 
in this semi-annual 
newsletter we encourage 
members to visit the newly 
updated Conservation 
Tab on the Growler Lake 
website for more tips and 
information. 
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Protecting the natural shoreline around Growler Lake 
is the best way to preserve the health of our lake and  
the property value of our cottages.   

Healthy shorelines filter out pollutants. They provide 
the ideal habitat for native wildlife.  They are a lake’s 
best defense against erosion, unwanted flooding and 
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blue green algae blooms that can render lake water 
periodically dangerous for drinking and all 
recreational opportunities including swimming, fishing 
and boating.  In fact climate change plus unhealthy 
shorelines led to a record 60% increase in algae 
blooms last year on Haliburton lakes.  However, smart 
lake stewardship can safeguard Growler Lake. There 
are many ways GLPOA owners can aid in shoreline                                                                  
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remediation during and after construction projects:  
Encourage native plants to grow back along the 
shoreline. Refrain from cutting down trees except as 
permitted in the Haliburton Tree Preservation By-law.  
Use all natural soaps and cleaning products.  Decrease 
or eliminate lawns at the cottage (this will keep those 
pesky Canada geese away too!).  

 Like many counties, Haliburton is considering 
measures that will preserve natural shorelines.  In 2021, 
the County hired a consulting firm to conduct scientific 
reviews that along with public consultation will produce 
a draft of a new, more all encompassing Shoreline 
Preservation By-Law that builds upon the Tree By-law.   

 Mindful of the importance of our combined 
effort in maintaining healthy, natural shorelines for our 
community, here is a list of DO’s and DONT’S to consider 
for your property.  More information is available on the 
Growler and FOCA (Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ 
Association) websites. 
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DO respect the Haliburton Tree Preservation By-law  
#3505 (link on GLPOA website) DON’T remove 
trees within the shoreline areas* or from what is 
reasonably required to install a pathway no wider 
than 5m to gain water access. 

DO protect/restore natural vegetation within 
shoreline areas* & follow best gardening practices 
using native plants (see GLPOA website)  

DON’T place, dump or remove fill or topsoil or alter 
in any way the grade of land in the shoreline 
areas* unless you have a building permit to do so 

DO follow all ministry and provincial guidelines 
when building/installing docks  

 *shoreline areas = 30 meters inland 
measured over a horizontal distance form the high 
water mark. 

Shoreline Preservation from page 1 

Sat.August 21, 2021 

11:00 a.m. 

Get off the lake and into the 
forest!   

Join us for a group walk 
along the trails of the 

Rusonik property led by 
environmental biologist, Paul 

Heaven. 

  Learn about Growler’s 
woodlands and what we are 

doing to protect them. 

GLPOA members and guests 
of ALL AGES are welcome.   

More info to come pending 
Covid protocol. 

Research shows that at least 75% of a property’s 
shoreline needs to be naturalized to prevent 

algae blooms and protect water quality.      
(Image taken from Haliburton’s  proposed 2020 

shoreline preservation by-law) 
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Invasive Species 
Chinese Mystery Snail & Phragmites 

Keeping Growler Lake free from invasive species has been a focus of the GLPOA’s conservation 
committee since our inception.  The best way to prevent invasive species from infecting our lake is to only 
launch properly cleaned watercraft (including canoes, kayaks, paddle boards) into Growler Lake.  
Allowing unknown watercraft and toys into our lake is a recipe for invasive species disaster. 

Two of the most notable invasive species spotted in Haliburton recently are the aquatic Chinese Mystery 
Snails and Phragmites.  Chinese mystery snails starve out the ‘good’ snails, eat fish eggs, especially small 
mouth bass, and carry parasites that kill the water foul that eat them.  They multiply at a tremendous rate 
and can easily clog water pipes and create ugly masses in shallow areas.  Their shells will cut your feet if 
you step on them and they break.  Removal is intense.  Reid Rusonik attended a removal seminar and is 
Growler’s officially certified handler. If you think you have found a mystery snail (large, up to 6 cm, brown 
to olive shell with fine lines/stripes, body is dark brown to cream with yellow spots) DO NOT attempt to 
remove it yourself.  Report it to the invasive species hotline and contact Reid immediately.   

Phragmites are difficult to identify due to their closely related native subspecies.  Invasive phragmites grow 
much taller (up to 5 meters), grow in very dense stands (up to 200/square meter) and have stems that are 
tan or beige and have blue green leaves with very large seed heads.  These perennial grasses grow very 
quickly and out compete native species for water.  Their dense growth can lower lake water levels and 
their dead stalks are a fire hazard.   

See the Conservation section of the GLPOA website for more information on identifying and eradicating 
other harmful invasive species.  Let’s all do our part and Stop the Spread! 

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
has recently amended their bait disposal laws to 
better protect Ontario’s lakes and rivers.  Under 

the new legislation: 

No person shall release or deposit, or attempt to 
release or deposit, into any water, or within 30m 
of any waters, any of the following: 

(a) Live or dead bait or baitfish, including fish 
eggs, gametes, or parts; or 

(b) The water, soil or other materials in the 
container used to hold the materials set 
out in (a)  
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Lake Plan  
Re-Survey 

One of the recommendations 
of the Growler Lake Plan was 
to re-survey the GLPOA every 
five years to assess the 
changing needs and/or views 
of the community.  That re-
survey will be sent to you via 
email in the next few weeks.   

Even though much about 
Growler Lake has remained 
the same, there have been 
some changes.  To reflect 
those changes, an updated 
edition of the Lake Plan will be 
published in the future; 
however, that’s a while 
coming so for now, soft cover 
copies of the current Lake 
Plan will be available for 
purchase this summer.  

 

It’s a valuable resource so if 
you don’t have one, or if you 
wish to have extra copies, 
watch your email for ordering 
information.   

Steps to keep Growler Lake free of 
Invasive Species: 

Wash, drain and dry ALL watercraft, water 
toys, paddle boards, etc. before entry into 

Growler Lake 

Buy bait locally and dispose of it properly—
or just use lures!  

Close the Gate!  

While invasive species 
testing is once again in a 
holding pattern for 2021 due 
to changing Covid protocol, 
Growler’s conservation 
committee will conduct a 
phosphorous level test as 
well as bi-monthly water 
clarity readings in 
conjunction with the Ontario 

Lake Partner Program.  Volunteers take the bi-monthly 
water clarity readings from the end of May-October.  
The testing is simple and requires just two volunteers and 
about 20 minutes/reading.  All testing materials and 
instructions are supplied.  Please add your name to the 
sign up sheet circulating via e-mail, or contact Brenda 
Leis for more information at s.b.leis@sympatico.ca.  
Thanks in advance for your help! 

Water Testing 2021 
 

What’s the Poop? 
Understanding how your septic system works and 
how best to keep it running well will keep you and 
your lake free of contaminants.  In March 2018 
FOCA released a video about Cottage Country 
Septic Systems, including an overview about the 
parts of a septic system, maintenance tips, signs of 
trouble and more!  View the video: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5VeTGVnkYA4 
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